-Welcome guys and thanks for honoring our pages with your participation! As some might be unaware of your past, lecture us with a history lesson and justify the title given as one of the legendary Aussie bands from the 80's. What's the story behind ENTICER to start with? Is this the first band for the guys involved in the first incarnation of ENTICER?
-The band is recently reformed and active, so I'll only stay a while around your early days; ENTICER started off a tad later compared to the first wave of Heavy Metal bands erupting from the land of Oz. What was the situation like at the time, had the downfall of the scene kicked off already there?
1987 when Enticer first formed was an interesting time in Australian metal. The first wave of bands that were influenced by Ac/Dc and then later by more “glam” rock were starting to break up and the scene was starting to be dominated by thrash metal especially after Mortal Sin got big. I remember being in a rehearsal studio hearing Death for the first time and thinking it was amazing. So there was a lot of influences swirling around and we developed a thrashier sound after hearing all those great bands coming out of the US and Europe. Plus it took a while for us to become proficient enough musicians to play that fast!
-Who were your youth heroes back then, those that inspired you to form a band and write your own music?
I’ve always loved a wide range of music but my journey towards metal started with Zeppelin, Sabbath, Purple, Uriah Heep, Hendrix and Cream and then Maiden and Priest and then of course Metallica, Megadeth, Slayer.
-So after constant practicing and rehearsing I assume , you came of age as a band and decided to record your own thing, heard in the 5 songs of your demo tape "Into Reality"! How was your first experience of releasing your music; do you have any memories to share about that time? Have you been performing live  even before the tape was out?
We’d been performing live for a while when we decided to record a demo which became the Into Reality EP. Of course back then we had no idea what we were doing but luckily we had a great engineer called John Hresch who I think got a decent sound concerning our inexperience.
-Had you generated your own following by then? Was the local metal world accepting you as a new potent force, taking in mind that precedent legends such as MORTAL SIN or NOTHING SACRED were already around and pretty big there?
We had developed a good following in the first couple of years. The scene was very small but loyal so got a lot of support from metal fans and the other bands on the scene like Mortal Sin, Addictive and Detriment. I was always a fan of Nothing Sacred and saw them a couple of times but you have to remember that although there were great bands in Adelaide and Melbourne they were thousands of miles aware and its not like in Europe where you can drive a short distance and be in another city. Cities in Australia are isolated! And there was no internet in those days so it was hard to establish ties with scenes in other cities.

-Later on you return with a single including two songs, "Reaper Of The Earth" and "Dying Aged" namely, two absolute slashers in my opinion. The single was however released without a picture sleeve, was it meant to be for promotional use to hook you up with a record label deal? How many copies did you press of it and was there demand overseas about your music?
Once we fully became a thrash band we needed something to promote our new style. We’d just got a new singer in Steve Sidhu and Rhett also joined at this point. I don’t think the thought of a picture sleeve even crossed our minds. We probably couldn’t afford the extra cost anyway. We sold a few copies at gigs but the demand for copies has only come in the last few years with collectors wanting old vinyl from that era. A few years ago one copy went for $80 on ebay. Finally someone is making money from Enticer! I often get offers to buy the single but I’ve only got two copies myself and I’m not letting them go!
-There were a bunch of songs also recorded, enough for a full-length, however it never materialized. How come, regarding your Speed/Thrash delivery was considerable appealing, at least to these ears?
We recorded eight new songs and new versions of “Reaper” and “Dying Age” to use as demos for a possible album. At the time we were shared management with Addictive and the plan was to have Bob Daisley produce the album as he was back in Sydney to produce Addictive’s great “”Kick Ém Hard” album. But problems with management and money caused a break up. In fact I think we broke up on the last night of recording these demos. So nothing happened with those songs until they were release by Quarterpipe Records a few years ago. I actually caught up with Bob Daisley a few weeks ago and was album to present him with a copy of “”Origin of Sorrow”” and told them that we finally got to do a full length album!
-What about press support, did you ever get any? Do you think that the damned year of 1990 and on, that is the time your single was issued, when all those changes in the musical direction started occurring, are to be blamed for not moving any further back then? That shouldn't be away from the time the aforementioned Aussie bands decided to break up also, is that right?
We got great support from street press, radio and also Hot Metal magazine, which was the Australian Heavy Metal bible at the time. Grunge had come in so most of the thrash bands disappeared or changed direction. Don’t get me wrong, I love Soundgarden and Stone Temple Pilots and grunge made it cool to listen to heavy music again so in one way it saved metal.
-So when and how did you came to decide that you should call it quits with ENTICER? What were the main reasons?
It was the middle of 1991 and mainly management and financial problems.

-Fast forward to 2011, was this the year you started thinking about reactivating the band? What had you been doing music related in the years in-between? I know Mick was still involved with Heavy Metal music, I once came across his blog that had an adequate amount of Aussie metal history engaged in it, rendering it utterly interesting, while Rhett had worked on his own project ULFHEDINN, a completely different piece of work than what he did with ENTICER. I also know Serg Dimitrijevic had moved to the US, so what was the plan behind this reunion?
I hadn’t done much musically in the intervening years but Rhett had played in a few bands. Serg went to LA and is now a professional musician. He now plays with Earth, Wind and Fire and recently performed in front of 50,000 people in London so he’s doing fine! There was no real plan behind the single apart from having fun. Rhett and I had always wanted to work with our friend Mark Briggs and he was keen. I had a riff that had been running through my head for a while so thought I’d better record it!
-The result of this reunion was 2 songs that were digitally available to the public. How was your comeback received and was it then that you started working on new songs for a full length? I have to admit that combined with a rational direction change met in these songs, I was a bit skeptical about what to expect...Did you have a complete line-up at the time by the way?
The single was only done for fun so we didn’t really get a lot of reaction or feedback which was okay with us as we knew we could do a lot better. The new line-up has Rhett and I as its heart and now that Mark is on board with vocals that will be the steady line-up. We’ve used three different drummers so far. I’m hoping though that Frog Stone will be still interested and available in the future. He’s got a great band called Norse. Very extreme and experimental.
-After losing contact with you guys, 3 years later I see an announcement of an upcoming album by ENTICER, thrilling news  if I may! Tell us a few things about it; the recording procedure, the new band members and their musical background etc...
Well mate it took three years to complete! A lot of set backs and delays but Rhett and I knew we had something so there was never any chance that the album would not happen. As I said Mark was always going to be our choice on vocals. He’d always sung in hard rock bands rather than full metal but he’s a Halford freak so I knew he’d do us proud.  Firstly we had Allan O’Rourke on drums and I think he did a great job on “”Total War”” and “”We Fight”” but he wasn’t comfortable with the faster stuff. I saw Frog play with Steve Grimmett and knew he was our man. Most of the drums and bass and all the vocals were recorded by Russell Pilling at Damien Gerard studios here in Sydney but Rhett did all the guitars in his own studio so he could take as much time as he needed. Mixing and mastering was courtesy of Lord Tim and he certainly knows what he is doing!

-Even though it is once again different than your early material, I really dig the new album, "Origin Of Sorrow". Thankfully, it is much powerful than the 2011 songs and I think the songwriting is more mature or integrated. But screw me and tell us, now that fresh food is off the oven, did you manage to embrace your old fans and even more, approach a wider audience with this album? What was the overall response?
The overall response has been 100% positive. And of course the internet has made it possible reach fans all across Europe and America. I’ll be doing a lot of mailouts soon so I’m hoping for some more positive publicity in the near future.
-What is the subject matter, lyrics-wise, in "Origin Of Sorrow"? There's diversity for sure, but could you elaborate please? What's the book that inspired the long epic "March Of The War Elephants" about for instance?
We covered a lot of diverse subjects lyrically ranging from totalitarian states, space exploration, Vikings, exploitation of the poor. You name it, we’ll write a song about it! War Elephants was the name of the book that we took the quotes from for the song “”March of the War Elephants””. The music for that one is a bit of a departure from our metal roots but its still heavy sort of like the soundtrack to Game of Thrones. Australian entertainer Kamahl did a great job narrating the story. I think he’s known somewhat in Europe. He had a number 1 hit in Holland a few decades ago.
-Is your new CD a limited run as well? How many copies did you press and is there a specific reason why you went once more on your own and not trying to shop your music to a label?
Doing it yourself is the only way to go for us at this stage. There’s not a lot of money in music these days so if we waited for someone else to pay for it then it wouldn’t have been made. It’s a limited print at the moment but we’ll see how it sells.
-It is common to assume in Heavy Metal bands that activity usually means gigs. What is the band's standing against this notion, are there gigs at hand?
As I’ve noted there is not a lot of money in music and although money is no way my motivation, it costs a lot of money to run a band, I’d rather spend the money on quality recordings. But never say never!
-Are there changes in your musical tastes throughout the years, that tangled in in the songwriting procedure of the new CD? I can hear a lot of classic Metal, as well as RAINBOW in it.
Well I was into heavy music before there was Metallica and even Maiden for that matter so I will always have influences from 70s heavy bands. We don’t put any limitations on our songs when it comes to style. They’ll always be heavy but we will never be boxed into playing one genre.
-Could you tell us a few things about the Aussie scene of the past and compare it with the present situation? Despite being secluded and separated from the rest of the world back in the '80s, Australia didn't omit to offer some magnificent acts, cited in GODSPEED, MORTAL SIN, NOTHING SACRED, BENGAL TIGERS, FATAL ARRAY, BLACK ALICE, the again active TAIPAN, I could mention dozens here...
There were lots of great bands in the old days but Australia is so far away from Europe and North America it was so difficult to get noticed. Now with the internet bands can connect with fans in all corners of the globe. Hopefully they will also get to hear some of the old bands too. The internet has changed everything!
-Are there any imminent (or not) plans in the works for ENTICER? Should we expect anything in the future?
Rhett and I have already started writing the next album and next week we will start doing a video for “”Wings of Steel””. We promise the next album will not take as long.
-Thanks for partaking guys, congratulations for a very nice album you offered, I hope the best for the band. Share your last thoughts and feel free to let us know how we can get in touch with you and your music!
[bookmark: _GoBack]Thanks Thanos for your continued support. We will definitely give you a thank you on the next album! You can get our music on ebay, itunes, CD Baby or just contact us on enticer@optusnet.com.au . Thanks again mate!

 

